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As far as I know, there is no church named after the woman at the well.* When it comes to 

naming churches, you will find a litany of saints’ names, place names, and most larger towns, 

several “first” churches.  But there is no Woman at the Well Lutheran Church, even though this 

unnamed woman is among the first evangelists to proclaim Jesus and invite people of her 

community to “come and see.” 

Scripture doesn’t give her a name, perhaps because she is a Samaritan woman; and as we know, 

Samaritans and Jews weren’t exactly the best of friends. There is a likely bias against her 

because of her five prior marriages and her current living situation. Yet, neither Jesus nor John 

the evangelist label her as a sinner or call her to repentance. We don’t know the facts about her 

marriages and how they ended, nor does the writer let us in on the particulars of her relationship 

with the man she is living with. Women in her time had a difficult time living on their own. She 

might have been widowed, unlucky in love, or (as some interpreters have suggested) maybe she 

“barren,” i.e., unable to have children. Some cultures would have considered that a reason for the 

dissolution of a marriage, even to the point of placing the blame on her: that it was a punishment 

for something she had done.  That she came to the well in the heat of the day, rather than early 

morning, leads us to guess that she avoided members of her community who probably treated her 

as the subject of gossip. 

Given social norms of that day, this chance encounter could well have been the subject of gossip. 

Jesus spoke to a woman who was alone, and to a Samaritan, at that. But what seemed like an 

adversarial dialogue at the beginning soon became a grace-filled conversation: Jesus’ mission 

was reaching beyond his own people, and he proclaimed the good news of God’s acceptance: an 

embrace that tears down barriers of nationality, culture, and religion. Jesus reveals that the day is 

coming when worship is no longer place-centered or limited to one group of people. And he 

gives us a glimpse of that very teaching when he helps this Samaritan woman come to know that 

she too is a child of God, beloved and accepted as she is. 

For an unnamed woman, her story commands quite a few verses in John’s gospel; and I think 

that comes as a result of the number of Samaritans who came to believe as a result of her 

testimony. She left her jar behind, rushed back to her community and proclaimed: “Come see a 

man who told me everything I had ever done!” Further, she suggested: “He cannot be the 

Messiah, can he?”   

She aroused enough curiosity that a whole group of Samaritans went to see Jesus; and they were 

so impressed that they invited him to stay with them for a few days. Thus, at the end of the 

account they are able to declare that it wasn’t just that woman’s testimony, but what they had 

observed for themselves that brought them to belief. 

There are several layers of meaning in this story.  Both Jesus and the woman have a thirst: he for 

a cup of water, and she for the “living water” that Jesus promises. As she comes to understand 

more of who Jesus is and what it is that he offers, she realizes her own vulnerability and her need 

from deep within to be accepted, loved, and filled. The God of relationship, in Jesus, reaches out 

to redefine community and neighbor. The circle is growing.  No wonder Jesus tells his disciples, 

and us, that the fields are ripe for harvest. And harvest happens as we come to the knowledge 

that we are all children of God.   
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This is a story about mission. That’s where we come into the picture. We are called to set aside 

pre-judgment of others—to give up the whole thought of “other”—because it only leads to 

division and brokenness.  Jesus’ acceptance of this woman erases the lines that separate. And so 

it is throughout his life and ministry. No one is outside of God’s circle. 

Jesus didn’t just go to the cross for his own people. His life, teachings, death, and resurrection 

have implications for all people. This is good news to everyone.  We are called, as church, to 

share the good news: to sow seeds of compassion and understanding, to love as Jesus loved; and 

to marvel at the Spirit at work in us and through us. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us (in Romans) that we have all sinned and fall short of God’s glory; 

yet God pushes all of that aside in order that “the world, through him [Jesus], might be saved.” 

[John 3:17]   Paul also reminds us: “…while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly. 
7
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person someone might actually dare to die. 
8
But God proves his love for us in that while we still 

were sinners Christ died for us. 
9
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 

blood, will we be saved through him….” [Romans 5] 

This is God’s Good News to us and to the whole world. Amen. 

*A Google search revealed that there is a United Methodist congregation within the walls of Iowa Correctional 

Institution for Women that calls itself “Women at the Well.” 


